
Michigan Open Carry News

Letter From the President

I'd like to open my letter with a "thank you."  Thank you to Randy Davis,
outgoing secretary of Michigan Open Carry, Inc.  Randy has resigned
his post for personal reasons.  During his tenure of over two years
(among the longest serving board members in MOC history) Randy has
been a great help with many of the "behind the scenes" tasks that are
above and beyond that of secretary such as merchandise fulfillment,
membership processing, and just generally keeping the rest of us to
task.  While some of us are more the face of the organization, it was
Randy's efforts that have helped keep the organization running.  While
he will remain on for a while to help us with some of these tasks, I will
miss Randy and his input on our Board of Directors.  My hat is off to
you, sir.

Replacing Randy as Secretary is a member of our Leadership Team
who was already a member of our Board of Directors, Mike Per-
chard.  Filling Mike Perchard's Board of Directors vacancy is another
member of our Leadership Team, Tom Lambert.

In other business, these past few months have seen a fair amount of
publicity for open carry, much of it to do with the Deffert Case in Grand
Rapids.  Mr. Deffert was detained despite the prior efforts of MOC's
Tom Lambert to educate the City of Grand Rapids and its leaders about
the lawfulness of open carry.  It does give some peace of mind to know
that as open carry becomes more common, these unfortunate interac-
tions with law enforcement are happening less and less.

While Mr. Deffert chose to bring suit against the City of Grand Rapids
(and we support his right to do so), it is the goal of our organization to
prevent these interactions from ever happening through outreach and
education.  Often times when we reach out to a community to help them
understand the lawfulness of open carry, they are receptive and appre-
ciative of our message.  Sadly, in the case of Grand Rapids, Mayor
George Heartwell has stubbornly refused to listen to reason.  To him I
say this: it's not too late to be a champion of the rights of the people of
Grand Rapids or Michigan.  I hope you will choose to do the right thing.

Also in the news these past few months, the Michigan Supreme Court
has declined to hear the gun control lawsuit brought against us by the
Capital Area District Library.  By refusing to hear the case, the state
high court allows the Court of Appeals decision to stand.  Over a year
ago the Court of Appeals decided the Capital Area District Library (and
all municipal authorities such as bus/transit authorities, metro park au-
thorities, airport authorities, downtown development authorities, and
other district library authorities) are preempted under state law from reg-
ulating firearms.  What does this mean?  The policies of all of these
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"municipal authorities" are null and void.  For more information about the
case and its history, see http://miopencarry.org/cadl.

Another thanks goes out to Dan Griffin, the editor of our newsletter.
Without his efforts, we probably would not have a newsletter.  I know
Dan is always looking for people to write content.  Won't you consider
helping him out by writing an article for our next newsletter?  For more
information, contact DGriffin@miopencarry.org.

Stay safe and "Carry On."

Phillip Hofmeister
President
Michigan Open Carry, Inc.
PHofmeister@miopencarry.org

Current Firearms Legislation Pending in 2014

This is a subset of firearms and weapons bills currently before the Michi-
gan Legislature.  Michigan Open Carry does not take a formal position
on many of them.  This information is given here as an aid to the reader
so he can contact his or her representative and voice his support or op-
position as appropriate.

SB 213 modifies many aspects of carry, including CPL class certifi-
cations expiring after five years, eliminates some establishments from
PFZ restrictions, and replaces the County Gun Boards with the MI State
Police.  This bill has only been introduced in the Senate.  MOC strongly
supports this bill.

HB 4774, HB 4775, and HB 4776 propose to change the regulation of
selling, purchasing, possessing, and carrying of firearms.  These have
only been introduced in the House.  MOC strongly opposed these bills.

HB 4262 proposes new restrictions to the carrying of knives. This
bill has been passed by the House.

SB 407 proposes to modify MCL 28.425o to add language defining
“Gun-Free Zone” signage.  This bill has only been introduced in the Sen-
ate. MOC opposes this bill.

HB 4872 proposes changes to the law affecting people who have
been ordered by a court not to possess firearms.  This bill has only been
introduced in the House.  MOC opposes this bill.

HB 4332 provides for members of the military to obtain a CPL at 18
years of age.  This bill has only been introduced in the Senate.

SB 63 declares that personal firearms, accessories, and ammuni-
tion that are manufactured in Michigan and do not leave the state are not
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subject to Federal regulation.  This bill has passed out of committee.
MOC supports this bill.

HB 4457 declares that personal firearms, accessories, and ammuni-
tion that are manufactured in Michigan and do not leave the state are not
subject to Federal regulation.  This bill imposes criminal penalties
against federal officials who violate this law. This bill has only been
introduced in the House. MOC supports this bill.

SB 49 and HB 4349 add a FOIA exemption to the pistol registration
database, and have been amended to eliminate pistol registration.  SB
49  has passed out of committee.  MOC supports this bill.

HB 4027 gives Michigan workers the right to store a firearm in their
car on private property, i.e. their employer’s parking lot or garage.  This
bill has only been introduced in the House.

HB 4104 and HB 4105 add public libraries to the list of pistol free
zones, and HB 4104 prohibits open carry in pistol free zones. These bills
have only been introduced in the House. MOC strongly opposes these
bills.

HB 5085 adds a person who has certain training (safety course or
training required for a CPL) to the list of people a minor is allowed to
possess or shoot a pistol with. This bill has only been introduced in the
House.

SB 610 allows manufacture, sale, and possession of a short-
barreled shotgun (SBS) or short-barreled rifle (SBR) in Michigan. This bill
has currently been passed by the Senate.

SB 572 allows tasers in pistol-free zones for CPL holders. This bill has
passed out of committee.

HB 4283 allows certain rifles to be used to hunt deer in the south-
ern part of the state. This bill has passed the House.

HB 4134 creates a special class of people by creating CPL training ex-
emptions for peace officers and active duty or retired military. This bill
has been passed by the House.  MOC strongly opposes this bill.

HB 4350 creates another special class of people by allowing prose-
cutors and former LEOs to carry firearms in pistol-free zones. This bill
has been passed by the House.  MOC strongly opposes this bill.

HB 4133 creates another special class of people by allowing active or
retired corrections officers, probation officers, and parole officers to carry
firearms in pistol-free zones. This bill has been passed by the House.
MOC strongly opposes this bill.

SB 984 eliminated the contiguous state requirement for long gun pur-
chases. This bill has been enacted into law.

HB 5091 and HB 5092 clarify the definition of brandishing and ex-
plicitly state that the lawful open carry of a holstered pistol or slung rifle is
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not brandishing. These bills have only been introduced in the House.
MOC strongly supports these bills.

CADL v. MOC, Finally Settled

In an effort to prohibit the lawful carry of firearms
in the Capital Area District Library (CADL)
system, in February 2011 CADL filed a lawsuit
against Michigan Open Carry seeking both a
declaratory judgment establishing the validity of

its weapons policy and injunctive relief to enforce the policy.  Ingham
County Circuit Court Judge Aquilina immediately issued an Emergency
Ex-Parte Temporary Restraining Order prohibiting the public from carry-
ing a firearm on CADL property.

CADL moved the court for summary disposition, arguing it is within their
authority to prohibit weapons, and that they are not subject to MCL
123.1102, Michigan’s firearms preemption law.  MOC opposed the mo-
tion, arguing that CADL’s policy was in fact preempted by state law and
also violated the right to bear arms of the United States and Michigan
Constitutions.  The Circuit Court found in favor of CADL.

MOC appealed the ruling to the Michigan Court of Appeals.  This case
was heard in July 2012, and in October 2012 a reversal was issued by
the Court of Appeals.  The Court held that, in light of MCL 123.1102 ex-
pressly prohibiting local units of government from regulating firearms,
state law completely occupies the field of firearms regulation, and that
CADL, as a quasi-municipal corporation, remains subject to the constitu-
tion and the laws of this state, is subject to preemption, and thus has no
authority on its own to ban firearms.

Furthermore, the Court of Appeals stated that the trial court, Ingham
County Circuit Court Judge Aquilina, erroneously granted summary dis-
position in favor of CADL and abused its discretion by granting CADL’s
request for permanent injunctive relief by permanently banning MOC
members and the public from entering CADL’s buildings and branches
while carrying a firearm.

The Michigan Court Of Appeals decision can be found here:

CADL v. MOC Court of Appeals Ruling

What does this decision mean for Michigan’s firearms owners?  The
courts not only upheld Michigan’s firearms preemption law, but clarified
that the state completely occupies the field of firearms regulation, and
that quasi-municipal corporations, authorities, and other subordinates to
local units of government are covered by this law.  Thus, the Court of
Appeals seems to indicate that all of the local K-12 school districts that
have banned open carry are preempted as well.

In November 2012, CADL filed a Motion to Reconsider with the Court of
Appeals.  In December 2012 that motion was denied.  In January 2013
CADL filed a Leave to Appeal to the Michigan Supreme Court.

Obama Enraged Gun
Control Couldn’t
Pass Democrat-led
Senate

Will of the people
blocking him for now

Blame The Homicidal
Maniac, Not the Guns

Not a single gun-control
law could have prevented
Navy Yard massacre

The Impossibility of
Gun Control

The Navy Yard Massacre
won’t revive gun debate
in Congress

Gun Control’s
Dead End

The Left, if it’s honest, will
find no reason for gun
control in Navy Yard
tragedy

Women and the
Changing Face of
Shooting Sports

How you can help

Giving Guns a Shot:
Women and Firearms

Part 1: 25% of women
nationwide own guns

Part 2: Self-defense

Part 3: From protection to
recreation

Studies Show
Mothers Carrying
Weapons On the
Rise

More and more California
women are getting carry
licenses

"The world is filled with
violence. Because criminals
carry guns, we decent law-
abiding citizens should also
have guns. Otherwise they

will win and the decent
people will lose."

— James Earl Jones

http://publicdocs.courts.mi.gov:81/OPINIONS/FINAL/COA/20121025_C304582_65_304582.OPN.PDF
http://miopencarry.org/moc_files/cadl/CADLvMOC-AsOf-July2013/CoA-Opinion_Final.pdf
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/sep/2/obama-enraged-gun-control-couldnt-pass-democrat-le/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/sep/18/miller-blame-the-homicidal-maniac-not-the-guns/
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/09/rich-lowry-gun-control-opinion-97025.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/358714/gun-controls-dead-end-charles-c-w-cooke
http://www.ammoland.com/2013/10/women-the-changing-face-of-shooting-sports-how-you-can-help/
http://www.wndu.com/home/headlines/Giving-guns-a-shot-Our-women-like-their-guns-Part-I-231653461.html
http://www.wndu.com/home/headlines/Our-women-like-their-guns-grandmas-and-self-defense-231814181.html
http://www.wndu.com/home/headlines/Our-Shooting-for-recreation-231977421.html
http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2013/09/22/study-shows-mothers-carrying-concealed-weapons-on-the-rise/


CADL v. MOC Leave to Appeal to the Michigan Supreme Court

In February 2013, twelve public and district libraries and a library
cooperative filed an Amicus Curiae brief in support of CADL.

CADL v. MOC Libraries Amicus Curiae

The Michigan Municipal League and Michigan Association of Police
Chiefs filed an Amicus Curiae brief in support of CADL in May 2013.

CADL v. MOC MML and MAP Chiefs Amicus Curiae

MOC filed to Deny Leave.  On November 20, 2013, the Michigan Su-
preme Court denied CADL leave to appeal.

CADL v. MOC Leave to Appeal Michigan Supreme Court Denied

CADL declined to file a motion with the Michigan Supreme Court to
reconsider, so the case is closed and the law is settled.  In short, we
won.  Thank you to all of you who have supported Michigan Open Carry
in this long and expensive fight.

Selling Open Carry to the Masses
Skip Coryell (Skip Coryell)

For the past month I’ve been getting treatment for a shoulder injury. I call
my Physical Therapist “The Dungeon Queen” and I affectionately refer to
her business as “The House of Pain”. Twice a week I go there and she
lays me on a table. Then this little five foot two blonde wrenches on my
arm until my joints pop and my muscles scream in revolt. You might say
the two of us have a love-pain relationship. (She just loves to cause me
pain.)

Usually when I go to the doctor I carry my pistol in a fanny pack. I can
easily take it off and set it on the chair if I’m asked to disrobe or bend
over and grab my ankles. (You’re going to feel a little pinch.) It’s just con-
venient and practical under the circumstances. Today, I didn’t want to
use the fanny pack, so I wore my Glock Model 22 in a strong-side Serpa
Level 2 retention holster. I had a long-tailed shirt over it. The Dungeon
Queen asked me to remove the shirt so she could more effectively tor-
ture and pummel me into a pain-induced coma. When she saw my pistol,
there was just a slight hesitation before she commenced her abuse. It
was there; it was obvious and undeniable; but she continued her work as
if the gun didn’t exist.

That’s the way all of society should treat law-abiding gun owners. It’s no
big deal. Now, I happen to know the Dungeon Queen is not a gun owner,
because she blabs on incessantly while hurting me. Perhaps she tells
me all about her personal life to keep me from passing out. I don’t know
for sure. (It works by the way.) The thing is you never know for sure how
people will react when they see a gun. Some freak out (usually city folks)
while others take notice and then continue on their way.

I just finished a series of radio interviews all about “How to deal with gun
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intolerance”. When my publicist asked me to do this I was hesitant. Truth
is I don’t like dealing with intolerant people. I guess I just don’t have a lot
of “tolerance” for “intolerance”. But I’m glad I did the interviews because
it forced me to think it through and refine the ways I deal with anti-
gunners.

All gun owners have to deal with some level of intolerance, but it’s most
true when talking about open carry. Like my Glock to the Dungeon
Queen: open carry is obvious and undeniable.

Here are some types of intolerant people.

The Hoplophobe – “Hoplophobia is an irrational fear of guns.” Some peo-
ple get nervous and start to sweat and shake when they know a gun is
present. They can experience an adrenaline dump into the bloodstream
and their heart rate elevates. There is only one known cure for hoplopho-
bia, and that is intensive gun powder therapy. The therapy session must
be conducted in a nonthreatening environment (gun range) and must be
repeated until the irrational fears give way to tears of joy and feelings of
empowerment. (Usually one session is all that’s needed.)

The Ignoramus – “An extremely ignorant person.” Of course, in this case,
the ignorance is limited to anything related to firearms. (Many of these
ignoramuses are highly educated academians.) These people are posi-
tive firearms are bad, but have never touched nor studied firearms. Their
severely strong bias against guns is based mainly on ignorance or misin-
formation disseminated by the mainstream media. The only cure for ig-
norance is information. The problem is many of these people aren’t open
to the truth. With the ignoramus, a long-term approach is usually neces-
sary. I prescribe daily doses of facts and old-fashioned common sense.
Stay patient and dig in for the long haul.

The Idealogue – “One given to fanciful ideas or theories; a theorist; a
spectator.” The anti-gun ideologue is often obsessed with “control”. They
tend to be self-righteous and know beyond the shadow of a doubt their
ideas are superior to others despite their lack of experience concerning
firearms. Therefore, by virtue of their superior intellect and moral com-
pass, their ideas must be embraced while all others are ridiculed and
squelched. These people push hard for gun control and will not rest until
every citizen is disarmed. (Except for their security details.) Barring a
cataclysmic event in their life (like a mugging, rape or home invasion) the
ideologue will seldom be converted.

So how do we deal with these people? Let there be no mistake about it.
The hoplophobe is a sheep and he’s terrified of open carry. The ignora-
mus is a fool and will plug their ears and hide whenever you’re around.
The ideologue is the worst of all. When they see an open carrier, they
wring their hands together and chuckle maniacally while dialing nine-one
-one. “Oh God, please help me. There’s a man here with a gun! Hurry!
Come quick before we all die!” Then they stand off to the side and watch
the SWAT team prone you out and disarm you.

It all comes down to public perception, and we have a lot of catching up
to do. It will take decades to sway public opinion, but it can be done.
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Here are a few ideas.

I like the concept of preplanned open carry events where a group of peo-
ple get together for lunch or a picnic. This gives people a chance to ex-
perience open carry in a nonthreatening, family environment with less
chance of police intervention.

I like lawsuits too. Every time an open carrier has his civil rights violated,
police and municipalities should be held accountable in federal court.
(Sometimes you just have to take a spoiled child to the woodshed for
more intensive education.) It would be great to see an open-carry de-
fense fund set up to help open carriers defend their right to keep and
bear arms in court.

I also like the idea of free introductory-level classes for the general pub-
lic. I teach an introduction to handguns class primarily for people who
have never shot a pistol. Many of my students begin the class as hop-
lophobes or ignoramuses, but after 2 hours on the range register for a
concealed carry class. (Their journey from the dark side is complete.)

You can help sway public opinion by being on your best behavior every
time you open carry. Dress nicely, be clean-shaven, and always smile.
Open doors for people. Show them the best side of humanity. I have
found that hoplophobes and ignoramuses are surprised when they dis-
cover I’m a gun-rights activist. Here is their thinking:  “But, you’re a nice
guy. I like you. How can you be one of them?” Get to know as many peo-
ple as you can. Live your good side. Then, on the occasion they see you
open carrying, their irrational and incorrect paradigm will be challenged.

Always remember that many anti-gunners don’t think logically.

“Guns equal crime, therefore, gun owners equal criminals.”

They are victims of an invalid syllogism. Guns do not equal crime when
they are in the hands of a law-abiding citizen. Now, go with God and the
gun of your choosing. And here’s an important safety tip:  “Stay away
from the House of Pain.”

Skip Coryell now lives with his wife and children in Michigan. He works full time
as a professional writer and pistol trainer. The Shadow Militia is his ninth pub-
lished book. He is an avid hunter and sportsman, a Marine Corps veteran, and a
graduate of Cornerstone University. Skip is the owner of Midwest Tactical Train-
ing and President of White Feather Press. For more details on Skip Coryell, or to
contact him personally, go to his website at www.skipcoryell.com. Skip’s books
can be found at amazon.com.

LaserLyte Takes Dry Fire to the Next Level
Dan Griffin (gryphon)

As most of us know, dry fire is a great way to build up certain skills like
trigger control.  But it can be boring getting in shoot-outs with bad guys
on TV or pretending your mother-in-law’s picture across the room is a
terrorist.
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Control Bill
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them impossible to fire if
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hands
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crazy?”

— Andrew Ford
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Along comes LaserLyte, a company that makes a series of laser trainers
that can assist you in developing and honing certain skills from the com-
fort and safety of your own home.

The TLB-1 is LaserLyte’s interactive trainer target that records where a
laser hits the target.  The target is approximately 8” x 10” containing a 6”
diameter target area containing 62 laser-activated LED lights, and two
smaller target switches below.  It operates with three AA batteries good
for about 6,000 shots, and can register shots up to 50 yards away.  To
use the Laser Trainer Target simply aim at the target and dry fire the
weapon as many times as you wish with any of their Laser Trainers in-
stalled. To display impact, fire the laser at the red display circle on the
face of the Trainer Target and your “hits” light up.  When finished, simply
dry fire the laser aimed at the red reset circle to begin again with a fresh
target.

Since there is no felt recoil when shooting, even if you have a pistol that
allows you to fire repeatedly, it won’t be the same as shooing live ammu-
nition.  However, this system still allows you to practice critical shooting
skills such as unsighted fire, grouping (repeatability), trigger control, and
first shot accuracy from a draw.  Indeed, it is the last item that I find most
useful.  The Laser Trainer Target offers anyone the ability to practice
shooting skills at almost any location, even, as they say, from your favor-
ite recliner.

The caliber-specific Laser Trainer Cartridges are the most realistic train-
ing option.  Designed to match popular calibers in .380 Auto, 9mm, .40
S&W, and .45 ACP, the Laser Trainer Cartridge fits inside the pistol
chamber and features a firing-pin activated switch that indicates bullet
impact with a bright red laser dot.

Each Laser Trainer Cartridge easily installs into the firing chamber in
seconds, works regardless of barrel length, and does not stick out of the
barrel.  The cartridge activates for 100 milliseconds each time the firing
pin strikes the cartridge.  This modified cartridge is rimless, so it is not
expelled during dry fire, which allows for tap, rack, bang or malfunction
training drills.  A hardened rubber plunger on the laser also acts as a
built-in snap cap to protect the firing pin and two rubber rings on the la-
ser help ensure a proper fit in order to best replicate bullet impact for
accurate training. The Laser Trainer Cartridge requires three 377 batter-
ies, good for approximately 3,000 shots.

LaserLyte also makes a universal trainer that fits into the muzzle of the
barrel and utilizes a sound activated switch.  This can be used for rifles
or smaller caliber pistols such as .22LR or 5.7x28.  They also make la-
sers and adapters for some common rifle calibers and shotguns.

I purchased my trainer about a year ago, and they’ve continued to add
training products to their lineup ever since.  LaserLyte now makes some
smaller, 3” square targets called Reaction Tyme that allow you to shoot
them in a regular mode where it will react when you hit within the target
area, or a reaction mode that will signal you when to shoot.  They also
have Trainer Target Plinking Cans that fall over by means of a base
plunger when you hit them with the laser.  They are sold in sets of three,
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and when I first saw these my immediate reaction was, “I’ve got to get a
set or two!”  But then I realized that I would have to keep resetting the
plungers and setting the cans back up again after every shot, so that
dampened my enthusiasm somewhat, but it’s still a neat idea.

MSRPs on the LaserLyte products aren’t cheap, but the actual street
price you’ll pay from a retailer should be less, and in some cases consid-
erably less if you shop around.  So stop aiming at your TV and the light
switches in your house, and start having fun practicing your draw stroke
and first shot placement this winter with LaserLyte products.  Besides,
we know that Christmas money is burning a hole in your pocket.

http://www.laserlyte.com/

Out of Sight, Out of Mind: Parallels on Open Carry
Dan Griffin (gryphon)

I open carry a firearm quite simply for comfort, conven-
ience, deterrence, and activism—to normalize it among
the general populace.  While many people may agree
with the concept of open carry, they often choose not
to do it themselves because of the perceived potential
conflicts with law enforcement or the general popula-
tion.

In their March 1963 issue, Reader’s Digest printed a story about a black
man who was admitted to the Arkansas School of Law in 1949.  The
Dean set him up with a room in the basement in which to stay between
classes.  The Dean ordered law library books delivered to him, com-
manded him to not wander around campus, and mapped out a back
route for him to strictly follow to get in and out of his basement hidea-
way.  Out of sight, out of mind.  Keep the peace.  Hide yourself from
others.

He could have chosen to attend a law school in the north where he
wouldn’t have to live like a pariah, but he didn’t.  His and his father’s be-
lief was that segregation wouldn’t end until beachheads were opened
wherever it existed.  What he was doing was legal, yet he and his legal
activities were looked down upon.  Even fellow blacks disapproved of
what he was doing and avoided him.  They thought he walked a knife
edge and they didn’t want to be around him.  He was harassed and
threatened, yet he tried to maintain the correct temperament and persist-
ed, year after year.

One day he was invited to a meeting of fellow travelers, people who in
theory should have been supportive.  They asked what they could
do.  He told them they could treat him normal, like everyone else.  He
expanded on that, and afterward there was acceptance with them.  Over
time a slight thaw began to take place with others at the university.  He
still experienced fear and hate, but slowly, little by little, the general pop-
ulace began to accept him.
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By his last year he had been asked to write for the Law Review.  The
faculty chose him to be a moot court defense attorney, and his Law Re-
view colleagues picked him as comments editor.  At the end of the year
the distinguished alumni returned for a faculty banquet that included a
salute to the Law Review staff.  He was the last to be introduced.  The
Law Review editors stood and applauded.  Then the faculty stood up and
added to the cheers and applause.  Then the alumni stood, the judges,
lawyers, and politicians from the Deep South.  The ovation became thun-
derous.

Let’s take that story and substitute the firearms open carrier for the black
man, our everyday surroundings for the Arkansas School of Law, and all
the other people we encounter in our everyday life who look askance at
or fear gun-owners in general and open carriers in particular for the other
students.  The other blacks that shunned him for being too prominent are
now fellow gun-owners that believe the open carrying of a firearm is just
asking for trouble.  The fellow travelers are ones who claim to represent
and defend liberty and freedom, yet are still standoffish.  And although
not brought out in this particular story, law enforcement will sometimes
mistreat each for perfectly legal activities.

People who choose to carry their firearms openly sometimes suffer os-
tracism from society, as did this black student.  Don't misunderstand, I
don't mean to equate the two, for they are not equal.  They do not have
the same gravity.  They do not have the same milieu.  They do not have
the same consequences.  One is chosen, one is not.  Yet a parallel can
still be drawn, and with the right attitude and persistence maybe—just
maybe—we can turn people’s minds around on the idea of open carrying
for self-defense, just as that young black man did on the campus of the
Arkansas School of Law, and it will one day receive widespread social
acceptance.  Some may never accept the open carry of firearms, or for
that matter the concealed carry of firearms or the civilian ownership of
firearms in general, but we need to do our part to ensure those activities
remain legal.

Oh, the black student’s name was George Haley.  He became a respect-
ed attorney, Deputy City Attorney, diplomat, and policy expert.  He
helped found a number of business firms and was Vice President of the
state Young Republicans.  He served in national administrations under
Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Clinton, and George
W. Bush.  You might have heard of his brother, Alex Haley.

Safariland ALS Holster Review
Daniel Davison (sircapsalot)

In my open carry journey I’ve always wondered one
question: “What’s the perfect holster?”  It didn’t take long
for me to find out that not one holster is a one-size-fits-all
solution.  But one holster in particular comes pretty
close.  That holster would be the Safariland ALS.

The main thing that I personally enjoy about the Safariland ALS is the
security that it provides.  I’ve always had a fear that somebody could
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come up and take my pistol.  With the ALS, I feel confident with my Level
3 retention holster that this is not going to happen.

Another reason that I particularly enjoy the ALS is that it allows me the
ability to conceal under a jacket.  Sometimes, if you’re like me, it’s easier
just to conceal and not worry about any confrontations.  The ALS is per-
fectly concealable under a jacket, and it has a very slick finish that
doesn’t snag on anything, so that makes it attractive for both open and
concealed carry.

No matter what holster you get, one property that is necessary is com-
fort.  With the ALS, you can interchangeably wear it as a belt loop or
paddle holster.  This allows you to carry however you prefer, and what is
most comfortable for you.

Here are some of the properties and benefits that I have found going
with a Safariland ALS holster:

Slick finish
Concealable, yet suitable for open carry
Interchangeable carry methods, paddle or belt loop
A cloth-type inner lining that protects your weapon from blem-
ishes and scuffs from holstering and un-holstering
Ability to switch between 1, 2, and 3 retention levels very easily
depending on your personal philosophy and preference
The retention locks on the slide of the weapon, meaning that
you need not worry about an unwanted discharge

The one thing that I had noticed in particular with the Safariland ALS is
its profile.  When I switched holsters to the ALS, I found that—due to its
high profile—I received many more looks and stares than using my other
holsters.

Overall, the Safariland ALS holster has provided my Glock 19 a cool,
effective, and suitable place for both open and concealed carry.  I’d
recommend it to any person looking to buy a new holster.

A review of the Safariland SLS holster can be found in the No. 1 — Jan 2013
issue of the MOC Newsletter.

MOC Member Profile
with Brian Jeffs (venator)
Director of Research, Michigan Open Carry

MOC: This month we’re interviewing Brian Jeffs, the
first president of Michigan Open Carry. Brian, tell us
a little bit about yourself!

Brian: I work as a senior geologist for the state of
Michigan. I’m married, and have a daughter who’s a
sophomore in college.

MOC: You have quite a bit of history in the Michigan firearms communi-
ty, at least compared to a lot of us, so let’s address it chronologically and
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start at the beginning.  How did you first become interested in firearms?

Brian: I was raised with firearms.  My father was a hunter and an out-
doors person, and so, like a lot of people who are introduced into the gun
culture, I had a BB gun when I was probably ten years old or so, had a
shotgun by twelve, and was out hunting small game with my father.
When I was old enough to hunt white tailed deer I had a rifle.  I took the
hunter’s safety course, probably one of the first ones in the state in 1968
or so, and have been hunting ever since.  And so that was my first intro-
duction to firearms.  I’ve been interested ever since, but I wouldn’t say I
was a fanatic about it.  I was a strong believer in the Second Amend-
ment, and understood what that was about even from a young age. I can
remember being in high school and having liberal teachers in the early
70’s being anti-gun, and getting into discussions with them in class about
it.

MOC: When did you begin carrying a pistol?  Were you able to obtain a
CPL?

Brian:  I’ve had a handgun since I was 18, and open carried a little bit
while hunting because that usually wasn’t questioned.  But I got my con-
cealed pistol license in 1997 or 1998 and started carrying concealed
then.  I had my concealed pistol license through our county before “shall-
issue” became law.  They were issuing licenses along the shall-issue
type thing.  You would take a course that the county set up that was ba-
sically the same one that the state had, because Alan Cropsey was the
senator from my area, and he was one of the first legislators in Michigan
to start pushing that.  He talked to the sheriff, the sheriff agreed with it,
and as an experiment trying to get data to show that there wouldn’t be
“blood in the streets,” the sheriff began issuing CPL’s five or six years
before shall-issue became law.  So I had my concealed pistol license
longer than a lot of people in that regard.  And then it went to shall-issue
in 2001, I think, and so I was involved in concealed carry and bought a
few handguns.

MOC: When did you begin open carrying?  Why?

Brian:  In 2006 or 2007 I found opencarry.org and began getting involved
in that forum community.  I really was getting sick and tired of all the anti-
open carry stuff by people.  “You’ll be arrested,” “Sure, it’s legal, but you
can’t do it,” and I decided that the only way to keep these people quiet is
to actually go out and do it and come back with some real world data,
and so this is what we did and look, nothing happened.

MOC: When and why did you start Michigan Open Carry?

Brian: In 2007 I wrote an article for the Lansing State Journal talking
about open carry, and in the article discussed how it was legal and the
appropriate laws that apply and so forth, and that week we also coinci-
dently had our first sort of open carry meeting as a group at the Brighton
McDonald’s.  We had four people total show up for that, because people
were still reluctant.  We open carried in McDonald’s, ordered, and sat
down for an hour or two as we had our lunch and had a meeting.  That’s
when the idea for Michigan Open Carry was discussed, because I had
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talked about trying to develop an organization just for Michigan where we
would have coordinators throughout different parts of the state, and have
memberships, and try to put together educational material.  It took a cou-
ple of years to develop.  It wasn’t until 2009 that I and a couple of other
people actually incorporated Michigan Open Carry with the state of Mich-
igan and had an organization that we started working and getting mem-
berships with.

Even before Michigan Open Carry was founded we had a lot of informal
meet-ups that we used opencarry.org to coordinate.  Through that web-
site and forum, we posted that we were going to meet at some restau-
rant or some park and have a potluck, and more and more people start-
ed coming to these and open carrying then.  We went into some bigger
cities, too, because that was an issue.  People said, “Well, you won’t be
bothered in these small towns,” but we went to Warren, the Detroit area,
Lansing, Battle Creek, Kalamazoo.  And it wasn’t just me, but anybody
who wanted to organize would post something on opencarry.org and
have a sign-up sheet there, informally, to bring this or that, just like you
have for an office potluck.  I started printing out little sheets of paper with
some of the basics that sort of turned into the brochure that Michigan
Open Carry uses now that had the statutes involved, Attorney General
opinions, the brandishing law, how to interact if you were stopped by the
police, and basically had that as a hand-out.  I was just printing those up
at home, taking a few dozen with me and handing them out, talking a
little bit about open carry, answering questions that people might have,
and it just grew from there.  It started out very informally.  It was a lot of
fun to go to those places and meet a lot of great people.

We wanted something a little more formal so that we could work with the
legislature, because they probably wouldn’t take serious an individual—
who are you, you’re just one person, what power do you have?  We
wanted to have an organization that could say, “We’re the president and
vice president of this organization.  We have members all over the state.”
We wanted to present it and make it more legitimate in that regard so
that we could better react and interact with law enforcement and the leg-
islature, so we wanted to get something formal.  In the beginning there
were four officers that signed on that first document, and that was in
March or April of 2009, but that’s when it started officially.

We offered a charter membership as a fund raiser to the first 50 people.
We raised $2,500 so we could start printing out brochures, get banners
for picnics, et cetera, so that’s how it started.

About the time I and a few others formed MOC, I was asked to be a
board member for the Second Amendment March that organized a pro-
gun rally in Washington, D.C., so I was very busy at the time promoting
both organizations.

MOC: A while back I read an interesting exchange between you and an-
other person online named Jared.  You were discussing an incident you
had early on open carrying in the Capitol Building.

Brian: Jared is a Border Patrol agent.  Early on in 2006 or 2007, he was
the one who was saying that you could open carry in gun-free zones.
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My argument was, yeah, it exempts concealed pistol holders, but that
was in the old days when those guys could carry anywhere at any time
and we didn’t have gun-free zones.  When they added gun-free zones
they wanted to exempt those people who had CPLs, because at that
time they were mostly police officers, or retired police officers and spe-
cial people, so they exempted CPL holders.  I said, “Yeah, that’s in there,
but really it’s a loophole and that wasn’t the intent, and you would get in
trouble if you open carried in a bar or a school or whatever.”  It was over
several months that I really looked at all of that and listened to his argu-
ments and thought, ‘He’s absolutely right.’  It doesn’t matter what the
intent is, that’s what the law says.  And that was addressed by Attorney
General Granholm’s opinion when she was asked if people with con-
cealed pistol licenses could carry in gun-free zones, and she said, “Yes.”
Then I was absolutely convinced.  I had the Attorney General’s opinion,
we had the logic of the law, we had the meaning of the law, but we were
still getting people saying, “Yeah, open carry might be legal, but, but,
but…” and I said, “I’m going to open carry in the state capitol and we’ll
see what happens there, because I know I’m right, and I was willing to
risk getting arrested, or not, so I could say to people, ‘If I can walk into
the state capitol open carrying without getting arrested, then you should
be able to open carry anywhere that is legal.’”  And so that’s what I did.

I accompanied some people on a capitol tour and sat in the lobby waiting
for them.  It was busy as you can imagine.  There were several classes
of students going back and forth, and I’m just sitting there and the wom-
an who was working the desk asked, “Is that what I think that is?  Is that
a gun?”  I replied, “Yeah, it’s lawful to open carry a gun in the capitol.”
“Are you a police officer?”  I said, “No.  It’s not against the law.”  “Well, I
think it is.”  I got up and went over to her and talked to her a little bit, and
I explained the law to her and she said, “No, that can’t be.  There is no
way you can carry a gun into the capitol. No way.”  I said, “Well, you can
call the capitol police, I know you’re going to, I’m just going to go back
and sit down.”  She said, “Darn right I’m going to call the police.”

So I sat back down and waited, and two police officers came out and
asked me what I was doing there.  I explained what I was doing, and that
open carry was legal.  One officer said, “Well, I’m requesting,” and he
said requesting, “can I see your ID?”  I said, “Yeah, I have a concealed
pistol license, and since you asked nicely I’ll show that.” I wouldn’t do
that today, but then I did.  He then talked to me about all the children
there and how it was terrifying everybody, and it was just ridiculous, and
‘you just want attention,’ and all of the typical things that you hear all the
police officers say in almost every video, and even today you still hear
that, which I find amazing.  I told them that I really didn’t want to hear
this, and that they were kind of bothering me.  I told them I was waiting
for others, I had a legitimate reason to be there.  One officer said, “Well,
I’d like you to leave, and cover it up.”  “Well, I’m not going to do that.”  He
said to me, “Well, you didn’t come in like that.  You uncovered that once
you got in here.”  I said, “No, I didn’t do anything.  This is how I came in,
open carrying.”  I think he was upset because, how could he have
missed this, how could he have not known that this guy was carrying a
gun?  Well, that’s the point, a lot of people don’t notice.  So he asked me
to wait and he went back into his substation.  He was gone a long time,
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but when he came back he was very apologetic and very nice.  “Mr.
Jeffs, thank you very much for carrying, and if I was ever in a bad situa-
tion I’d want guys like you there to back me up.”  I said, “You’re blowing
sunshine up my skirt, aren’t you?”   He replied, “No, no, I mean it.”  He
did this complete turnaround.

The manager of the facilities then came out and asked what I was doing.
He said that he wanted to follow the law, definitely, and that’s when the
person behind the desk there called me a liar, because I said that I was
just sitting there not doing anything until she started yelling at me about
having a gun.  She just started screaming and stuff.  The manager said,
“Lewanda, go back into the back room and be quiet.” So she was the
one who was really angry because I wasn’t the one who was being taken
out in handcuffs. And so I talked to the manager and suggested that he
should probably write a memo to all his staff, informing them that this is
lawful, and how to handle it, which is do nothing. And he was very recep-
tive to that, and I think he did, because we’ve never had any problems
since then.

After this incident spread through the capitol, there were some freshmen
legislators who didn’t like that at all, and they were going to propose
rules prohibiting guns inside the capitol. But a lot of the legislators who
carry guns in the capitol said, “No, we’re not going to pass any rules ban-
ning guns in here because we carry, and if we’re carrying then the citi-
zens can carry.”

MOC: On MOC’s facebook page, the question was asked: “How did you
find out about MOC?” One answer was:

I was on OCDO in 2008 before MOC was formed and watched
MOC evolve from a small club to a statewide political force to be
reckoned with.

Would you like to comment on the evolution of Michigan Open Carry
since you started it?

Brian: I think it’s developed into a darn good, active organization, and I
think it’s one of the only gun groups in the state — even though its small
— it’s probably the most active and it’s had a lot of success.  In the last
six or seven years, no other gun organization has been very active in
expanding gun rights in the state of Michigan.  Michigan Open Carry has
gotten a lot done, and one of the things is the Capitol Area District Li-
brary v. MOC which I think was a big, big win for gun owners, because it
really clarified in case law what an authority’s power was, and it’s no
more powerful than the municipality’s, and that state preemption does
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apply to authorities.

The membership is growing, they put on seminars all over the state for
free, which is fantastic, and they’ve also expanded out with MCRGO—
they’re under new management—as well as MGO.  These three groups
have been doing a lot of events together.  I tried to do that a little bit
when I was president, but I really couldn’t get these three groups to
come together very well because we were the new kids on the block,
and we were rabble rousers, and we were causing all kinds of problems,
so nobody was really much listening to us, yet.  But we’ve established
and shown that we aren’t going away, and that open carry isn’t going
away, and that we are actually getting more gun rights.  Phil Hofmeister
has done a wonderful job in coordinating our three groups together as
well as working with the legislature. It’s come a long way, it’s what I an-
ticipated and dreamed about, and I’m glad that it’s continued to grow
under good management.

MOC: What do you see for MOC’s future?

Brian: I anticipated when I was drawing up the bylaws with the four or
five people we had, we had a good, small group in the beginning, when
we did the bylaws, I knew that MOC was a niche organization.  When
open carry became so common that you didn’t need the group, I put in
the bylaws that we could do open carry and any kind of gun rights legis-
lation or any kind of gun rights struggle, or anything that related to gun
rights, our organization could get involved with.  We could get involved in
constitutional carry, anything that has to do with firearm rights within the
state, our group has through its bylaws the authority to branch out, so
even though we are Michigan Open Carry, we could still go on and do
other stuff, and we have.  The focus was open carry, but eventually at
some point, maybe five, ten, fifteen years into the future, we’re not just
limited to open carry.  We could do a lot of things.

MOC: In 2011, you also wrote and published a book. Tell us a little bit
about it and why you did it.

Brian: Nathan Nephew, one of the co-founders of Michigan Open Carry,
and I decided we wanted to write some kind of kid’s book because we
didn’t really find any pro-gun kid’s books.  There are some Second
Amendment-type books, but nothing that really deals with the carry of a
gun for self-defense, and so we thought there was a need out there for a
nice kid’s book that the parents could read to the kids, or young kids that
could read, could read themselves.  We developed this story called My
Parents Open Carry which talks about open carry in particular, but also
it’s pro-concealed carry because there are some characters in there that
just carry concealed.  It’s a device to talk about the pros and cons of both
of those types of carries. We talk about the meaning of the Second
Amendment, the right to self-defense, we talk about gun safety.  It’s
about a thirteen year-old girl named Brenna, and her mom and dad who
open carry, and it takes place during one day, on a Saturday.  They start
off the day in the morning at breakfast, and they‘re going to go out to run
some errands.  It’s really their interaction with various people throughout
the day as mom and dad are open carrying with their daughter.  They go
to the grocery store, they go to the bookstore, and they go to the hard-
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ware store, and I don’t want to spoil the end because it ends with a nice
surprise.  It uses the dialogue between the mom and the dad, and even
with Brenna and a WWII veteran talking about the Second Amendment.
She asks some questions of the vet, and he talks about what the Second
Amendment really means and what it’s about.  That’s one of my favorite
parts of the book, where Brenna is interacting with this older gentleman
who is a veteran.  It’s just this nice story line that outlines why people
carry firearms. I would recommend it for anybody, even adults that want
to learn more about open carry in general.

MOC: You also have a radio show.

Brian: Yes.  We talk about not only guns, which we talk about a lot, but
civil rights, politics, anything to do with freedom and liberty. It’s growing,
we’re getting a bigger audience.  We’re on Red State Talk Radio three
times a week.  You can listen to us any time at our website which is
www.atoddsshow.com, and you can listen to us live on Thursday night
at 8:00 PM.  It’s a call-in show, and we have a number where you can
call in and ask questions or make comments about anything that’s relat-
ed to our topics or specifically what we’re talking about.  We interview
authors and political people and gun rights people from all over the coun-
try.

MOC: What is your preferred carry gun?

Brian: For open carry I like my S&W M&P 9mm pistol with a Safariland
retention holster.  When I conceal I carry a S&W Centennial Air-
weight .38+ revolver inside the waist.

MOC: Tell us a little more about your personal life.  What do you do for
enjoyment?

Brian: I’m pretty busy with the talk show. I’m reading a lot, I try to do re-
search into different topics, so I work on the show a lot more than just
the hour we’re on the show.  But I love hunting and fishing, I love deer
hunting.  I particularly like small mouth bass fishing and lake trout fishing
up north.  I like to read.  I also do heraldry.  I create and design coats of
arms for people.  The history of that is fascinating.  I like art.  I also paint
occasionally.  I’ve done illustrations of trout flies.  I was selling those, and
that was interesting.  And I’d like to start writing more.  I’ve written for
Clash Daily, and they’re actually asking for more stuff.

MOC: Is there anything you’d wish we’d have asked but didn’t? This is
your last chance to tell us anything about yourself that we didn’t know
enough to ask you about.

Brian: No, but I’d just like to say that I’m thankful to all the people who
are carrying the torch.  They’re doing a great job.

Get Brian’s book My Parents Open Carry at www.myparentsopencarry.com.
Listen to Brian’s talk show At Odds at www.atoddsshow.com or at Red State
Talk Radio http://redstatetalkradio.com/
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Book Review: The Law of Self-Defense
Jason Gillman (jgillmanjr)

In his book The Law of Self Defense, 2nd Edition
(which I’ll further refer to as LoSD), Massachusetts
attorney Andrew Branca has taken the core legal as-
pects of self-defense and presents them in a way that
is easy to read and comprehend. However, don’t mis-
take the fact that this book is easy to read as a sign
that the information provided is merely cursory. In-

deed, it would be hard, if not impossible, to have a single book that co-
vers all laws concerning self-defense for the 50 states and the District of
Columbia.  However, LoSD contains enough information you’ll certainly
want to keep it around for reference.

LoSD discusses five main legal tenets of self-defense: Innocence, Immi-
nence, Proportionality, Avoidance, and Reasonability. These principles
are discussed in a generally locale agnostic manner. With that said, he
does point out where a state or group of states significantly differs with
others. An example of this is when he mentions that Ohio is the only
state in the Union that requires the defendant to prove, by a preponder-
ance of the evidence, that his action was performed for self-defense.
Another example is where he mentions the states that require a duty to
retreat vs. those that don’t. Further, he does briefly reference example
court cases (most of which are relatively recent) to solidify a concept
being addressed.

Even though the five principles are discussed in an abstracted manner,
the end of each chapter discussing them contains a table or two that ref-
erences state laws related to the concepts being discussed. As I men-
tioned earlier, it would be difficult to make a book that addresses specific
state law (and could become outdated quickly), but the tables make a
good launching point for state specific research.

If LoSD only contained the chapters needed to discuss these principles, I
would have felt I got my money’s worth (which I think was about $30-35
at the time). However, Branca includes other information relevant to self-
defense law that doesn’t fall under any one of the principles discussed.
Such topics include defense of others, defense of property, actions after
a self-defense situation, and crafting a legally sound strategy.

I’d like to now make a few free flowing thoughts about the book.

Although I’m not an attorney, the information presented in LoSD seems
extremely legitimate to me based on my classically liberal (not to be con-
fused with modern day Democrats) philosophies and subsequently ana-
lyzed in a logical manner.

One of the things that make this book great is that it should cause you to
think. After reading the book (if not already), you should be wargaming
— thinking of various situations you may be in and what lines would
need to be crossed before you would pull the trigger.

Obviously, there is no guarantee that you’ll stay out of cuffs or even
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dodge a conviction despite your best attempts to follow the principles put
forth in LoSD and locale specific legal requirements. However, doing so
should mitigate the chances, and that’s the point of this book—mitigating
legal exposure in the unfortunate situation you’re involved in a self-
defense situation that involves deadly (or even non-deadly) force. In fact,
Branca even advocates thinking about these things so that they can be
identified quickly in the event things heat up.

When I was asked to write this review, I had grand visions of discussing
the details of the five principles. However, as I was reading the book, I
quickly realized that this was a futile effort. If I attempted a discussion of
the principles and other information in LoSD, while trying to keep this
review at a decent length, I would be performing a horrible injustice not
only to Mr. Branca, but the rest of the community interested in the legal
aspects of self-defense as well.

I would highly urge those interested in the legal aspects of self-defense
(which should be everyone) to pick up this book. I even think attorneys
would get something out of it. I especially think those that have an un-
warranted disdain for stand your ground laws should read this book —
then they might actually realize that stand your ground laws don’t actual-
ly serve as a free ticket for murder.

To me, I would consider the LoSD the quintessential hornbook for self-
defense law for our time.

http://lawofselfdefense.com/

“Gun Control”: The Soft Pill For The Intellectually
Lazy To Swallow
Paul Markel (reprinted with permission)

For as long as I’ve been alive the social elitist has been floating the term
“Gun Control.” The first serious or official use of the term in the U.S.
came from “Gun Control Act of 1968.” That act added to the previously
existing Federal Government firearms restrictions put in place by the Na-
tional Firearms Act of 1934. In both cases, opportunist politicians used a
popular crisis to persuade the ignorant and mentally lazy that more laws
would make the nation a ‘safer’ place. In 1934, the crisis was gang-land
violence brought on by Prohibition and in 1968 we were still dealing with
the assassination of President Kennedy. . .

Nothing New

From a historical perspective, the term Gun Control is relatively new, but
the concept and practice are as old as man himself. It is the determina-
tion of who can and cannot possess arms by whatever government hap-
pens to be in place. Civilian Disarmament in the history books dates
back to the time of the Roman Empire. Fearing disobedience by the con-
quered Jews, Rome forbade them from owning swords.

Moving to the Far East, in 1587 Toyotami Hideyoshi unified the various
political factions of Japan and instituted the “Sword Hunt.” Farmers, or
the peasant class, were forbidden to own swords, bows, spears, or any
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firearm. This ensured the continued separation of the ruling class from
the peasants; the rulers from the ruled.

Great Britain has a long and storied history of disarming those it feels
unworthy or peasant class. British Parliament passed several versions of
the Disarming Act from 1715 through 1746. Early on, the Scots were first
forbidden to carry a sword in public then they were forbidden possess
the sword or “any weapon of war.” Similarly, hoping to ensure absolute
control over India, the British applied the Disarming Act to the Indian
people forbidding them to own firearms.

During more recent history Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party passed their
own version of the Gun Control in 1938 and forbid Jews and others they
considered to be “undesirable”, or peasants, from owning firearms. If you
don’t know how that turned out there is no hope for you.

Keep in mind that during everyone of these instances, the ruling class
put forth the laws as “reasonable” and “necessary.” Politicians consented
and cast their vote to disarm those deemed unworthy of possessing
arms.

Modern Times

In the United States you cannot use the word “disarm,” instead the more
deceptive and “reasonable” term “gun control” has been substituted. The
words ‘gun control’ seem to the moderate or intellectually lazy to be ra-
ther innocuous. After all, who could argue against the “reasonable” and
“rational” control of weapons?

“Gun Control” is a soft pill, one that is easy for the distracted masses to
swallow. The term implies that only certain types of guns will be
“controlled” and that the citizen will not be disarmed but merely restricted
for the safety of the greater good.

The modern argument over the shape, style, accessories, ammunition
capacity, and configuration of this firearm or that is merely a smoke-
screen to cover a very old agenda, Civilian Disarmament. Step number
one in discussing the issue is to set the ground rules and reject the term
“gun control” as both deliberately misleading and illegitimate.  Refuse to
accept that term.

If someone says “gun control” stop them right there and correct them.
“You mean disarmament.”  If they protest and claim gun control is not
disarmament there are either a woefully naïve or a purposeful liar.  Either
way you have established the baseline.

A person either favors civilian disarmament or they do not. It is no more
complex than that. Those who wish to disarm you will deliberately cloud
the issue with hyperbole about magazine capacity, action-types, etc.

Never mind the fact that cities in the United States with the strictest gun
control also have the highest violent crime rate or that areas where con-
cealed carry by citizens is prevalent have the lowest violent crime. Those
facts be damned. The first murder in recorded history was committed
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with a rock.  Murder and suicide existed long before the invention of the
firearm and will continue until this world stops turning.

The question on the table is this: who should possess weapons, the gov-
ernment or the citizenry? Two-hundred and thirty years ago that question
was answered in the United States very plainly and clearly. Innumerable
documents written by the nation’s founders, not just the Bill of Rights,
spell out the need for the citizen to be the final authority in a free nation.

During the time of the British Coercive Acts in 1774 Josiah Quincy wrote

“No free government was ever founded or ever preserved its liberty
without uniting the characters of citizen and soldier in those des-
tined for the defense of the state. The sword should never be in the
hands of any, but those who have an interest in the safety of the
community… Such are a well regulated militia composed of the
freeholders, citizen and husbandman, who take up arms to pre-
serve their property as individuals, and their rights as freemen.”

It was understood at that time that the government derives its authority
from the consent of the governed and only by having parity in arms with
that government could men return that power to the citizen should it be
abused.

During the two centuries that followed the founding of the United States,
we have become the most prosperous and thereby most comfortable
people on the planet. That comfort has turned to sloth and sluggishness.
The populace has forgotten the hard fought lessons of their fathers and
fallen into a state of illusion where the nature of man has somehow
changed from the previous thousands of years.

We are expected to believe that unchecked governmental power is now
preferable and beneficial to society.  That the citizen no longer has the
right to hold the government accountable and certainly no longer main-
tains the right to return that power to the citizen.

Frustration and Quandary

For those who have yet to sell their principles and their very souls for the
offer of a free phone or the unattainable nirvana of government mandat-
ed peace and safety, these are most trying times. The modern patriot is
confronted on all sides by the comfortable slave and the social elitist.
The citizen is extolled to be reasonable and accept rational limits to his
liberty for the common good and an empty promise of security.

The first step in the process of legitimate debate is to refuse the offer of
“gun control.” Call a spade a spade and inquire from the elitist or useful
idiot whether they favor civilian disarmament or not. Ask them if they be-
lieve their fellow citizens have the right to possess arms or whether the
government has the authority to disarm them.

If you weaken and fall prey to the seductive talk of compromise you have
already lost and very soon will fall in line with the rest of the “civilized”
world. You will be forced to take your place in the ranks of the comforta-
ble slaves who inhabit the majority of this planet.
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Paul Markel © 2013

Paul Markel has been a firearms industry writer for twenty years. He’s the author
of the new book “Student of the Gun; A beginner once, a student for life.” Paul
hosts and produces “Student of the Gun” a show dedicated to education, experi-
ence, and enjoyment of firearms. You can view episodes of SOTG at
www.studentofthegun.com

Ammo: How Much Is Enough?
Dan Griffin (gryphon)

When I get down to 1,000 rounds of any caliber, I consider myself out of
ammo for that caliber.  However, that’s not what I’m talking about here.
When carrying a gun for self-defense, how much ammo should you carry
on you?  How much is enough?  How much is too much?

Let’s start with the easy question first.  If you ever find yourself in a self-
defense situation, you’ll quickly realize that you can never have too much
spare ammunition.  No survivor of a gunfight has ever said, “I wish I
hadn’t carried those extra magazines.”

Should one really bother carrying spare ammunition?  The simple – and
only – answer is emphatically “Yes!”  I have heard and read more people
than I care to remember state that they only carry a small compact semi-
auto or revolver, no spare ammunition, and laughingly say “if I can’t get it
done in six rounds, something’s wrong” or “I deserve what I get” or
something equally absurd.

So how much ammo do you need?  The fact of the matter is, you will
never know how many rounds you need until you need them.  You might
read someplace that “statistically” the average self-defense encounter
involves only two or three rounds fired.  The problem is that “statistically”
the standard deviation is so large that the average is a pretty meaning-
less number.  It sure would suck to fire your six rounds only to find out
you needed a few more.

One year ago this month, a man named Paul Slater broke into a Georgia
woman’s house while her husband was at work and chased her and her
two children into a crawl space leading to their attic.  When he opened
the access door and attempted to enter the attic after them, she emptied
her .38 revolver in his direction, hitting her attacker five times in the face
and torso.  That’s pretty good shooting by anyone’s standards, much
less for a frightened woman crouching in a confined space trying to pro-
tect her two young boys.  That didn’t kill him.  She told him to stop or she
would shoot him again, knowing that it was an idle threat as her gun was
now empty.  But fortunately for the family he did stop his attack that day,

“If you knew you were going to be in a gunfight,
what would you carry?”

“If I knew I was going to be in a gunfight, I wouldn't go!”

http://www.studentofthegun.com/


and after the mother and her sons ran past him to get away he was able
to leave the house and drive away.  He lived to stand trial.

But what if she had not been as accurate?  What if he hadn’t stopped his
attack?  What if he hadn’t been alone?  The woman’s revolver was emp-
ty, having hit Slater five times out of the six she fired.  She no longer had
a weapon sufficient to defend herself with from her attacker who was
armed with a crowbar, and had Slater had an accomplice that day, the
newspaper story of the attack likely would have read entirely differently.

In a firearms online forum I read a story of a man who had his own self-
defense encounter while out one evening.  Fortunately for him it turned
out okay, but that night caused him to rethink his “six shots is enough”
strategy and he traded in his carry revolver for a high-capacity semi-
automatic and two spare magazines.  He was so shaken up about the
“what-if” possibilities that he determined to never be in that same posi-
tion again.

If you are carrying a semi-auto, there are additional reasons for carrying
spare magazines besides the extra ammunition capacity.  If you are un-
fortunate enough to begin experiencing failures, you can drop your gun’s
magazine and insert a new one.  If you become engaged in a protracted
fight, but experience a lull in the action, or even if you are just pausing
and covering while your lone attacker is down, you can quickly perform
an administrative reload by dropping your partially-loaded magazine and
inserting a fresh one, and you are once again working with a fully loaded
gun with one already in the chamber and no need to rack the slide.  And
if your pistol doesn’t have a magazine disconnector, you can still cover
the threat with an operable weapon while you reload.  In any event, if
you are carrying a single stack pistol that only holds six, seven, or eight
rounds, you can see how advantageous it would be to trade a magazine
with maybe only a round or two left in it for a fresh one rather than wait
until the threat resumes, and then trying to reload an empty gun while
avoiding becoming a bullet sponge.

One suburban cop by the name of Tim Gramins now carries 145 rounds
of 9mm ammunition on his person on the job, as he says, “every day,
without fail.”  That is because he survived an encounter with an attacker
that would not go down, even though he was shot 14 times with .45 ACP
— six of those hits in supposedly fatal locations.  Gramins had to fire 33
times to get those 14 hits.  And even then his attacker survived the
ambulance ride.

So, how much spare ammunition should one carry?  Maybe 145 rounds
sounds excessive, but Gramins says it’s not paranoia, but rather prepa-
ration.  We would do well to pay attention to these stories and the hun-
dreds more just like them.  Gun magazines and police departments are
full of tales where the bad guy was shot multiple times and was still able
to seriously injure or kill the good guy.  Don’t depend on one or two shots
being enough to stop a threat.  Don’t assume a lone attacker.  If you are
not carrying spare magazines, you should consider carrying at least one,
and probably two if you’re carrying a single-stack.  In my opinion, if you
are openly carrying your pistol, there’s really no need to conceal your



spare magazines, and it’s just as easy to carry two spares as it is one.  If
you carry a revolver, carry a couple of full speed loaders.  It’s better to be
prepared than, well, not prepared.

Remember, no survivor of a gunfight has ever wished he had gone into
the fight with less ammunition.

Upcoming MOC Events

Open Carry Seminar in Flint, Friday January 31 at 7:00 PM

Never open carried before? Curious about it?  Join us for an Open Carry
seminar at Gander Mountain in Flint!  These seminars, presented by
Michigan Open Carry, are an excellent opportunity to learn about the
laws and myths that surround the Open Carry of a handgun in Michigan.

Bring a friend and find out more about Open Carry in Michigan and Mich-
igan Open Carry, Inc.

Lawful open carry of a holstered firearm is encouraged but not required.

When: Friday, January 31, 2014
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: Gander Mountain
Address: 5038 Miller Rd, Flint Township, MI 48507
RSVP here: Link
For more information: http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/
topic,3539.0.html

Cabela’s NRA Days in Dundee, Saturday—Sunday February 8-9

Michigan Open Carry will have an information table at the Dundee
Cabela’s February 8 and 9.  Come on by and show your support.  Bring
a friend and introduce them to Michigan Open Carry.

As with the NRA Days we had in the past, any volunteers to help work
the table are welcome.

Lawful open carry of a holstered firearm is encouraged but not required.

When: Saturday, February 8, 2014 from 8 AM until 9 PM
Sunday, February 9, 2014 from 10 AM until 8 PM
Place: Cabela’s
Address: 110 Cabelas Blvd, Dundee, MI 48131
Map: Link
For more information: http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/
topic,3615.0.html

Speaker schedule:

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-carry-seminar-flint-tickets-9769794719
http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3539.0.html
http://goo.gl/maps/Nvf2x
http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3615.0.html


NRA University
10:30am – 12:00pm in our Conference Rooms on 2nd Floor
NRA-ILA staff members discuss how you can take on a more active role
in your community to advance and protect our 2A freedoms.

Gun Rights Panel Discussion and Q&A
1:00pm in our Conference Rooms on 2nd Floor
Panel of experts discuss gun laws in our area and answer questions.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH

CPL Update
1:00pm – 2:00pm in our Conference Rooms 2nd Floor
NRA Firearms Instructor Wayne Blank will cover changes in CPL laws.

Woman On Target
2:00pm – 3:00pm in our Conference Rooms 2nd Floor
Representatives discuss how woman can become more involved with
the NRA.

Refuse To Be A Victim
3:00pm – 4:00pm in our Conference Rooms 2nd Floor
NRA Instructor Sandra Blank will cover personal safety tips and tech-
niques to help you avoid dangerous situations and becoming a victim.

Open Carry Seminar in Caledonia (Grand Rapids), Thursday Febru-
ary 20 at 7:00 PM

The River City Patriots have asked Michigan Open Carry to hold a semi-
nar at one of their meetings, and has invited the public to join.

If you have questions about the laws or best practices of open carrying a
handgun, or just looking for a refresher course, then this is a great op-
portunity for you. These seminars, presented by Michigan Open Carry,
are an excellent opportunity to learn about the laws and myths that sur-
round the open carry of a handgun in Michigan.

As usual, entry is FREE.  Lawful open carry of a holstered firearm is en-
couraged but not required.

When: Thursday, February 20, 2014
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: Steffens Enterprises
Address: 4045 Korona Ct. SE, Caledonia, MI 49316
Map: Link
For more information: http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/
topic,3607.0.html

Open Carry Lunch in Howell, Saturday February 22 at 1:30 PM

Never open carried before? Well here is your chance! Just curious?
Here's a great opportunity to come get some questions answered and
see other open carriers "in action."  Michigan Open Carry is inviting you

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=4045+Korona+Court+Southeast,+Caledonia,+MI&hl=en&sll=42.845309,-85.5641&sspn=0.009676,0.021136&oq=4045&hnear=4045+Korona+Ct+SE,+Caledonia,+Michigan+49316&t=m&z=16
http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3607.0.html


to come have lunch with us at All Star Coney Island in Howell. Lawful
open carry of a holstered firearm is encouraged but not required.

When: Saturday, February 22, 2014
Time: 1:30 PM
Place: All Star Coney Island
Address: 934 S. Michigan Avenue, Howell, MI 48843
Map: Link
For more information: http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/
topic,3631.0.html

Open Carry Seminar in Novi, Friday February 28 at 6:30 PM

Never open carried before?  Just curious about it?  Join us for an Open
Carry Seminar at Gander Mountain in Novi.  These seminars, presented
by Michigan Open Carry, are an excellent opportunity to learn about the
laws and myths that surround the open carry of a handgun in Michigan.
Bring a friend and learn more about open carry and Michigan Open Car-
ry, Inc.

Lawful open carry of a holstered firearm is encouraged but not required.

When: Friday, February 28, 2014
Time: 6:30 PM
Place: Gander Mountain
Address: 43825 West Oaks Drive, Novi, MI 48377
Map: Link
RSVP here: Link
For more information: http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/
topic,3540.0.html

Open Carry Breakfast and March in Grand Rapids, Sunday March 2
at 10:00 AM and 11:30 AM

Michigan Open Carry will be holding a demonstration of every day open
carriers, the day before the one year anniversary of Johann Deffert's de-
tainment for lawful open carry. Our goal is to demonstrate in force what
the typical open carrier is like, and to show that there is nothing to be
concerned about. We will be walking the same route, at the same time,
on the same day of the week as Mr. Deffert was when he was unlawfully
detained by Grand Rapids police.

Therefore, we ask that you carry the same gun that you carry every day.
The objective is for people to look at us and realize that we are not so
different, and understand that there is no cause for alarm when they see
us in the grocery store, gas station, or any other place they may encoun-
ter us in our everyday lives.

When: Sunday, March 2, 2014

Breakfast
Time: 10:00 AM
Place: New Beginnings
Address: 1455 Michigan Street NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

https://goo.gl/maps/pBhFO
http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3631.0.html
https://goo.gl/maps/XJC1R
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-carry-seminar-novi-tickets-9771702425
http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3540.0.html


March
Time: 11:30 AM
Place: Start at Fuller Park
Address: 250 Fuller Ave NE, Grand Rapids 49503
Route map: Link
Facebook event: Link
For more information and background on why we are doing this: http://
forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3647.0.html

Second Amendment March in Lansing, Tuesday April 29 from
10:00 AM until 2:00 PM

Michigan's Second Amendment March will be held on Tuesday, April 29
at the Michigan Capitol. The march will begin at 9:45 AM with a sidewalk
procession from the corner of Michigan and Pennsylvania to the Capitol.
Speakers and entertainment are TBD.

The Michigan Legislature is in session that day. We'll be showing them
the political strength of Michigan's legal gun owners. The march is being
organized by Skip Coryell's Second Amendment March and jointly pro-
moted and funded by Michigan Open Carry, Michigan Gun Owners,
Michigan Coalition for Responsible Gun Owners, Michigan Students for
Concealed Carry, and Young Guns of Michigan.

When: Tuesday, April 29, 2014
Time: 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM
Place: Michigan State Capitol
Address: starts at the corner of Michigan and Pennsylvania in Lansing
(or if you prefer, just go directly to the Capitol Building)
Flyer: Link
Map: Capitol Area and Parking

Changes in MOC Leadership

It is with a heavy heart I announce Randy Davis (Onnie) has decided to
resign the position of Corporate Secretary of Michigan Open Carry, Inc.
Randy has served this organization as a member of the board of direc-
tors since November 2011.  His tenure on the Board of Directors is
among the longest in Michigan Open Carry, Inc. history.  He put count-
less hours into the organization.  Randy will continue to serve as our
membership director/coordinator, processing membership applications
— a job that goes too often unseen and with too little gratitude.  Thank
you, Randy, for all you have done and continue to do to help us advance
our cause here in Michigan.

I have appointed and the Board of Directors has unanimously confirmed
Michael Perchard (Ezenharden) as our new corporate Secretary.  Mr.
Perchard has been serving as our SE Regional Coordinator for approxi-
mately one year and a Board Member At-Large for approximately six
months.  Mike has shown the dedication and hard work that makes me
and the rest of the Board of Directors very comfortable with this appoint-

https://goo.gl/maps/iWtbt
https://www.facebook.com/events/1398966813685910/?source=1
http://forums.michiganopencarry.org/index.php/topic,3647.0.html
http://www.secondamendmentmarch.com/
https://fbcdn-sphotos-c-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-frc3/t1/1618706_510000052453464_986240420_n.jpg
http://council.legislature.mi.gov/files/lcfa/lansing_map.pdf


ment.  Mike will serve the remainder of Randy's term, which is set to ex-
pire after the annual membership meeting in 2015.  Randy will continue
to help Mike as he transitions into his new role.  I hope you will join me in
welcoming Mike to his new role.

Mr. Perchard will be resigning his role as Board Member At-Large to as-
sume his new role as Secretary.  I have appointed and the Board of Di-
rectors has unanimously confirmed Tom Lambert (bigt8261) to fill Mr.
Perchard's Board seat.  Mr Lambert has been serving as an assistant
SW Regional coordinator for over a year.  He is also well known in the
greater Grand Rapids region for his persistent efforts to bring the City of
Grand Rapids in compliance with State Law.  Tom has been serving un-
der me as the Assistant Legislative Director for Michigan Open Carry,
Inc. for the past four months.  I hope you will join me in welcoming Tom
Lambert to the Board of Directors. Tom's term will expire at the annual
meeting in 2014.

In order to give time to his new role, Mike Perchard is also stepping
down as the SE Regional Coordinator.  Pat Dunbar (CV67PAT) has ex-
pressed interest in resuming his duties in this role.  I have appointed Pat
as the SE Regional Coordinator and the Board of Directors has unani-
mously agreed to confirm my appointment.  Pat served previously as the
SE Regional coordinator until he decided to attend classes at Macomb
Community College.  Pat's classes as MCC have come to a conclusion
and he is eager to get back into his previous role.  As regional coordina-
tor, Pat had setup and attended events throughout SE Michigan.  I hope
you will join me in welcoming Pat back!

Phil Hofmeister

Firearms Fact

Statistics from the Michigan State Police.  Graph courtesy of MCRGO.

As of January 7, 2014 there were 425,972 concealed pistol license
holders in Michigan.



Your Voice Matters

As a firearms owner and open carry advocate, we know you have opin-
ions on existing laws and upcoming legislation.  Have you voiced your
opinions to both your legislators and to members of the appropriate com-
mittees to get certain legislation out of committee and onto the floor for
vote?

Your voice makes a difference.  We urge you to take advantage of
MOC’s resources as well as other public resources to make yourself
aware of potential and upcoming legislation and make your voice heard.
Join MOC’s Legislative Alerts.  Read MOC’s forums and other Michigan
firearms forums dealing with legislation.  Read the text of the bills them-
selves on the Michigan legislature’s web pages that we have linked in
this newsletter, and contact the members of the committees they are
before as well as your own representatives.

Your voice does make a difference.

Call for Authors

Are you a writer?  Do you have a story to share with other Michigan open
carriers?  Perhaps it is a firearm review, a holster review, a book review,
a story of the first time you open carried, or your first LEO (Law Enforce-
ment Officer) encounter.  Maybe you’d like to relate some of your experi-
ences open carrying across this great fruited plain.  Or maybe you have
some thoughts on current laws, proposed legislation, or news.  Perhaps
it is a safety caution based upon an incident you experienced first- or
second-hand, or an essay of your thoughts on a particular subject.  Are
you an artist who draws political or firearms-related cartoons or art?  We
are a community, and we are particularly looking for first-person stories
that will entertain or benefit us all in one way or another, although we will
also accept third-person stories you write.

If you have a story to tell, but don’t want to write it yourself, please
contact DGriffin@miopencarry.org and we will work with you to write it.
Everyone has a story. We want to hear yours.

Letters to the Editor and Other Changes to the
MOC Newsletter

The Michigan Open Carry Newsletter is still rather new.  Please help to
make this newsletter better by offering your suggestions as well.  We
would like to begin a ‘Letters to the Editor’ section.  If you have a re-
sponse to anything we have written, or otherwise have an opinion,
please email it to the editor at DGriffin@miopencarry.org.

Notice to Potential Advertisers

Do you support the open carry of firearms?  Would you like to show
your support of the Second Amendment in our newsletter?  If you would

mailto:DGriffin@miopencarry.org


like to advertise in the Michigan Open Carry Newsletter, please contact
advertise@miopencarry.org.  We are offering two free advertise-
ments (two newsletters' worth).  It does not have to be firearms-related.
Restaurants or other establishments our readers would enjoy frequenting
would also be considered.  Readers, please feel free to pass this oppor-
tunity along to potential advertisers.

Missed an Issue?

Back issues of the MOC Newsletter are always available.

No. 1 — Jan 2013
No. 2 — Aug 2013
No. 3 — Jan 2014

Become a Member of Michigan Open Carry!

We hope you've enjoyed this newsletter.  Can I ask you one more thing?

Help MOC!

I know we all have limited resources to fund our lives. I'm also pretty sure
that almost everyone in the Facebook Group has benefited from the
work of MOC in one form or another. Won't you consider becoming a
dues paying member of MOC? Your dues help ensure that we have the
financial resources needed to continue:

Educating the public, law enforcement, and others
Fighting lawsuits such as CADL v MOC and other
future civil right suits involving 2A
Fund picnics and other fun activities

MOC is the only 100% volunteer 2A organization in
Michigan with a strong lobbying arm in Lansing that
uses our mailing list (when required) to push our
legislators to make the right decisions.

Won't you stand with me as we continue to stand for our rights?

Join (or renew) right now: http://miopencarry.org/join

If you have technical problems joining, please email
board@miopencarry.org and we will help you through the process.

I truly appreciate your continued support.

Phillip Hofmeister
President (and a dues paying member)
Michigan Open Carry, Inc.

http://miopencarry.org/moc_files/publications/newsletter/MOC-Newsletter-1.pdf
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