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PUBLIC ACTS. 1927-No.372.

other purpose. Such persons shall hold office during the term
of their employment by the state highway depal"tment but
the authority herein vested shall cease upon tbe termination
of such emploYnJent. The persons so appointed shall by
reason of such appointment be members of the department
of public safety during the terms of such appointment but
shall serve wi thout pay as members thereof.

Approved June 2, 1927.

[No. 372.]

AN ACT to regulate and license the selling', purchasing, pos­
sessing and carr:ring of certain firearms; to prohibit the
buying, selling or carrying of certain llreal'IDs without a
license therefor; to prohibit the possession of certain
weapons and attachments; to prohibit the pawning of cer­
tain firearms; to prohibit the sale, offering for sale, or
possession for the purpose of sale of written or printed
matter containing any offer to sell or deliver certain fire­
arms or devices within this state; to provide penalties for
the violations of this act, and to repeal act :3umb'er two
hundred seventy-four of the public acts of nineteen hundred
eleven, being sections fifteen thousand two hundred thirty­
six, fifteen thousand two hundred thirty-seven, fifteen thou­
sand two hundred thirty-eight, fifteen thousand two hun­
dred thirty-nine, fifteen thousand two hundred forty, fif­
teen thousand two hundred forty-one, fifteen thousand two
ilundred forty-two, fifteen thousand two hundred forty·
three, fifteen thousand two hundred forty-four. fifteen
thousand two bundred forty-five and fifteen thousand two
hundred forty-six of the compiled laws of nineteen hundred
fifteen; act number three hundred thirteen of the public
acts of nineteen hundred twenty-five; and section sixteen
of chapter one hundred sixty-two ~f the revised statutes of
eighteen hundred forty-six. beinK section fifteen thousand
six hundred forty-one of the compiled laws of nineteen hun­
dred fifteen.

The- People of tiLe State ot Michigan enact:

SECTION 1. The word "pistol" as u~ed in this a~t shon Words
mean any tlrearm, loaded or unloaded, thirty inches or less in defined.

length. 'l'he word "purchaser" shaH mean any per~on who
receives a piAtol from another by purchase, gift or loan. The
word "sel1pr" shall menn any person ,vho sells, furnishes,
loans or gives a pistol to another.

BEC. 2. No person shall purchase a pistol as defined in License
this act without first having obtained a license therefor as ::~r:ise.
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prescribed herein. The commissioner or chief of poliee, or
his duly authorized deputy, in incorporated cities or in in­
corporated villages having an organized department of police.
and the sheriff, or his authorized deputy, in parts of the re~

spective counties not included within incorporated cities or
villages, are hel'cb:v authorized to issue licenses to purchase
pistols to applicants rcsidin~ within the l'cspecth-e territorips
herein mentioned. No such license shall be A"ranted to anJ
pcr30n except he be nineteen :rears of age or over, and has
resided in this state six months or more, and in no
event shall such a license be issued to a person who has been
convicted of a felony or adjudged insane in this state or else­
where. Applications for such licenses shall be si~ned oy the
applicant under oath upon forms provided b.y the commis-

Executed sioner of public safet.y. Licenses to purchase pistols shall
in duplicate. be executed in duplicate upon forms provided by the com­

missioner of public safety and shall be signed by the licensing
authority. One copy of such license shall he delivered to the
applicant and the duplicate of such license shall .b'e retained
by such licensing authol'ity as a permanent official record for
a period of six years. Such license shall be void unless used
within ten days after the date of its issue. An)' person who
shall sell to another any pistol as defined in this act without
complying with the requirements of this section shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall
be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars
or imprisonment in the county jail not more t~an ninety da.v8.
or both such fine and iluprisonment in the discretion of the
court. Such license shall be signed in ink by the holder
thereof in the presence of the person selling, loaning or giving
a pistol to such licensee and shall thereupon be taken up by
such person, signed by him in ink and shall be delivered or
sent by registered mail within fort,y-eight bours to the com­
missioner of public safety. The seller shall cel,tify upon said
license in the space provided therefot" the name of the person
to whom such pistol was delivered, the luake, style. calibre­
and number of such pistol, and shall further certify that such
purchaser signed his name on said license in the presence of
the seller. The provisions of this sect.ion shaH not ap})l~" to
the purchase of pistols from wholesalers by dealers regularly
eugaged in the business of selling- pistols at retail, nor to the
sale, bartet" or exchanp:e of pistols kept solel~' ns relics, sou..
venirs or curios.

Unlawtul to SEC. 3. It shall be unlawful within this stnte to Jnann­
~~~~u~:~:~ri' facture, sell, offer for sale, 01" }lOSSeSS finy Jnnchine gnu or
ftrcarms, etc. firearm whidl can he fired Jnol'C thnn sixt.e()Jl tinteR without

l'eloadillg, 01) un.y mnffler, Milenccl' 01' de\'lcc fol' deudetling or
muffling the sound of fi dis('hal'~(~d firearnl, OJ' auS bOlnb or
bomhshell, or nH.Y blnekjupk, !olh1l1~ Rhot, hill~', metallic

Penulty tor klllwklm~, foI:UHlpltlh, MHIHllmg- 01' f)lntl~poll. ..A1l~. p('r~ou eon­
vlolnUon. victed of u violation of H1L~ Rcetioll ~hnll he ~nilt..r of n fclon~'

nnd ~hn1I he pH nished hy a flne not excecdiuA' nne thousand
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dollars or inlpri~ollment in the state prison not more than five
yeal'~, Ol~ by both such tIne and imprisonment in the discre­
tion of the court. 'l'he pl'ovisions of this section shaH not
apply, however, to any person, firm or corporation manufac­
turing til'eal'nls, explo!":ives 01' mlluitione of war hy virtue of
any contracts with any (lepal'tnlCnt of the government of the
United States, or with any foreign government, state, munid­
pa lity (,1' any subdivision thereof.

Sgc. 4. Any person who, with intent to use the Rume UD- Felony.

lawfully against the person of anotller, goes armed with a ~e~~ed.
pistol 01' OthCl' fireal'Ill 01' daggett, dirk, razo.', stiletto, or knife
}laving a blade o\'er three inches in lell~th. or any other dan-
gerous 01' deadly weapon or inst!'llment, shall he ~uiltJ of S1 Pena1t)~...
felolly and on cou,'iction thereof shall h'e punislled by a fine
not exceeding one thousand dollars 01' imprisonment in the
8tatc prison for not lllOI'C than five JeaI's, or by both such
fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court.

SEC. 5. No person shall carl'y n dagger, dirk, stiletto or Unlawful to
othett dangerous weapon except hllntin~ knh·es adapted and ~:~~r.et:ic.
carried as such, concealed on or about his person, or whether
concealed or otherwise in any veJlicle operated or occupied
by him, except in his dwellin~ house or place of business or
on other land possessed by him. No person shall carr)" a
pistol concealed on or about his persOll, or, whether concealpd
or otllel'wise, in any vehicle operated or occupied h~· him,
except in his dwelling house or place of business Ot' on otllPl'
land possessed hy him, without a . license therefor as herein
provided. Any person violating the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof shall
be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or
imprisonment in the state prison- for not more than five years,
or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the
court. .

SEC, 6. The prosecuting nttorney, the commissioner or Concealed
chief of police and the commissioner of public safet.v or their ~:~~g
respective authorized depl1ti~s in incorpol'fite<} cities or in board.

incorporated vilIngeR haring an organized department of
police, and tIle prosecuting nttol'ne,r, the commissioner of
public safety Ot' their nutllo1'ized deputies, nnd the sheriff.
under·shel'iff or chief deputy sheriff in PHI'fR of th(l resl)ectin~

(~ounties not ineh.lded within incorpornted ('itit~R" 01' \'illnA'(\~

"'lInll constitute bonl'(l~ exeluli(h-el,Y H.l1t.hol'ized to hou~u(~ 1if'en~(\~

1'0 carl',V pistols con(,(~H1('4) on the pm'soll to n)lplienuh~ r(l~id·

j n~ withi Il the l'eHlw~ti\'(~ 1t~l'l'i hll'if'R h~l'('in nwn nOllC'}. Tlw
NHJnf',V (~)(~I'k of (lneh _(~()111l"''' ~holl li(~ ('It'l'l\: of ~lH'h H(t(llUdnJ.t
h(HlI'd~, wlli('h l)(Ull'd~ HhnlJ 1)(~ known in lnw fiM "'J'h(~ Con-
(~(ln.lt~(l 'V('II(lOIl l~i()(mHin#o( Bwu'd," No folt1('h IipNlfo1e to ('nrr~' To wbom

11 pitoltu) ('oIH'(!n)(!/l OJ) t,h(! IH'I'I'/Ol\ "dlllll he ~I'nnt~(l 1u :lily per· ~:::~~:cI.
HOII (lX('(~Jlt hn I)(~ IlhWj(I('ll ,Yt'I.II'l'4 or n~(' HI' ()"(~t' nnd hnR "(lNidetl
ill OliN Minl(! Mix lIWIlUUot 01' O\'(ll', Hlld ill uo ("'elll Nhnll Ru('h
li('Nlji(~ IJt~ iMMlIptl lIfllt'tolN it nplwurM fhltt the npplknnt: hns
~o()(l l'enfoHHl to f(lnr iuju1'.\' io hiM Ill~rHon ot' 1)I'()Jl(,I·t."~ 01' hm~



other proper reasons, and that be is a suitable pertron to be
so licensed, and in no event to a person who has b'een con·
victed of a felony or adjudged insane in this state or else-

Chairman where. The prosecnting attorney shall be the chairman of
of board. the said board, which shall convene at least once in each

calendar month and at suell other times as tbev sball be
called to convene by the chairman. Such licenses shaH be
issued only upon written application signed by the applicant
and on his oath and upon forms provided by the co~mi88ioner

of public safety. Such licenses shall issue only with the ap·
proval ~f a majority of said b'oard and sball be executed in
triplicate upon forms provided by the commissioner of public
safety and shall be signed in the name of the concealed
weapon licensing board by the county clerk and the seal of
the circuit court affixed thereto. One copy of such lice,use
shall be delivered to the applicant, the duplieate of said
license shall be retained by the county clerk 8S a permanent
official record for a period of six years, and the triplicate of
such license shall be forwarded to the commissioner of public
safety who shall file and index licenses so received by him
and keep the same as a permanent official record for a period

DuratIon of six years. Each license shall be issued for a· definite period
of license. of not more than one year, to be stated in the license. and no

renewal of such license shall be granted except upon the ftling
of a new application. Every license issued hereunder shall
bear the imprint of the right thumb' of the licenRee, or, if
that be not possible, of the left thumb or some other finger of
such licensee. Such licensee shall carry 8uch lieenf!le upon his
person at all times when he may be carrying a pistol con­
cealed upon his person and shall display such lieenlle upon
the request of any peace officer.

When license SEC. 7. All licenses heretofore issued in this state perto expire,
mitting a person to carry a pistol concealed upon his persoD
shall expire at midnight, December thirty-one, nineteen htm..
dred twenty-seven. .

When Jlcense SEC. 8. The licensing board herein created by aection six
revoked. may revoke any license issued by it upon receiving a certileate

of any magistrate showing that such licensee has been con..
victed of violating any of the provisloDs of tbis act, or us
heen convicted ot'a felony. Such license may also be revoked
whenever in the judgment of said bosr\l tbe reason for grant..
fog such license shall have ccased to exist, or whenever _id
board shall fer any reasonable cause determine aid 1i~Deee

to be an unfl t person to carr.v a pistol concealed upon hl8
IK:rson. No such license shall be revoketl except upon written
(~olnplalnt ond then only after a hea.rinl( by sald board, of
whIch at le8'St seven dayst notice shalt be given to the Ueentee
eHher by persoDal service or by registered malt to hi. last
known addljcll. The clerk of said liceosinR board is hereby
Authorized to administer an oath to Rny )ler!'tlR testifying
before Inch bORr(l At (luy Bueh heftl'log.

890 PUBLIC ACTS, 1927-No. 372.



SEC. 9. On 01" befol"e the first day of Novemlier, nineteen sateffc" in­
hundred twenty-seven, any person within this state who own~ ~:;JWon~.of
or has in his possession a pistol as defined in this act, shall,
if he reside in an incorporated cit.V 01' an inCOl'pOl'ated vil-
lage having an organized police department, present 8t1c·h
weapon for safety inspection to the commissioner or chief of
police of such city or village; if such person reside in a paJ't
of the county not included within the corporate Jimih; of
such city or village he shall so present snch ph;tol for safety
inspection to tbe sheriff of such count~r. Any per~oJl owning
or coming into possession of a pistol after the first day of
November, ninetecn huudred twenty-f'leven, shall forthwith
present such pistol for safety inspection in the manuel' pro-
vided ill this section. A cel"tiflcate of inspection shall there· Certificate
upon be issued in triplicate on a form provided by the com- tssue(J.

missionelt of public safety, co; ~ taining the name, age, address,
description and signature of the person presenting such
pistol for inspection, together with a full description thereof;
the original of such certificate shall be delivered to tlle reJ!'is-
trant; the duplicate thereof shall b'e mailed to the commis-
sioner of public safety and filed and indexed by him and kept
as a permanent official record for a period of six years, and
the triplicate of such certificate shall be retained and fllc(}
in the omce of said sheriff, or commissioner or chief of police.
as the case may be. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to wholesale or retail dealers in llrearlns or to collec-
tions of pistols kept solely for the purpose of display, 3S

l"elics, souvenirs, curios or antiques, nor to weapons her(ltofor~

registered under the provisions of section eleven of act nUU1-

her three hundred thirteen of the public acts of nineteen h'iJl-
dred twenty~llve. Any person who fails to comply witb the
provision of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and sball be punished' by a :fine not exceeding one hundre(l
dollars or imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding
ninety days~ or by both such :fine and imprisonment in the
discretion of the COUl't.

SEC. 10. No pawnbroker shall accept a pistol in pawn. PIstol not
Any person violating this section of this act shall he (leelned ::ted In

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon cOD\'iction thereof 8hall
be punished by a fine of not more than one hundt"ed (10] hU'K
or bnprisonment in the county jaiJ for not InOI'e than nillet~~

()Oy8 or by both such flne Bud impl'iAOnmcnf" in the (1iM(~l'{:tion

of the court,
Bme. 11. No }>el'soll shnll wilfnll.y niter, reUl0\'C or ohtih\r· Altcl'aUon

ute the name of the Dlakelt
, Jnodel, Innnufnctul"eI'~S llnmhN' or r~w~:~~Ol un­

other mal'k of identit,V of Illly ,pistol. l)ossession of any such
tlrearnl upon whIch the numbm' shall have been altel'ed.•'(~'
moved or oblfterated, shall be presllmntive evidence that su...h
possessor haft nHered. removed or obliterated the same. An~'
person ~ollvJct@d ulltler thIs section shall be )lunished b~· n
fine not to excec(l five hnndrc(} .1ollnrs 0.' h.y impri~onnw·tlt

PUBLIC ACTS, 1927-No. 372. 891



892

Exceptions
to act.

When un·
lawtully
possessed.

Forfeited to
state.

Certain
books, etc.•
unlawtul to
sell, etc.

PfmuUy 101'
vJolliUon,

PUBLIC ACTS, 1927-Ko. :H2,

in the state }WifoiOn not to ex~eed two Yt:'aJ'8 01· IJJ" lJ01 h su('h
fine and iDlIJrisOlllneut in the difo;(Tetion of the court.

SEC, 12, The provisions of section two, tllJ'{'~, five aud nine
shall not applj' to an)' peaee offieel' of the state 01- any ~uh­

division thel'cof who is regularly eml']()~'cd and Imid Ij." the
Htate or Hueh sulJdivilo;ion, 01' to nil." Iuculber of the- :Irm)",
nav,Y ,01' luarine corpI'; of the United 8tah~8, or of organizations
authorized b.r law to purchase 01' receive weapons from the
Uuited States 01' from this state, nor to the national guard or
other duly authol'ized udlitary org:lnizations when on duf."
or drill, llor to the JuemlJ'el'S thereof in goinK to or returning
from their cURt,omal'J' p]uect; of aHfo:(~Jnhl.r or IH'aetic(l, nor to a
pe1'80n li('eJH~ed to carr.r a )Jistol concealed upon his person
issued b.r another Htate, 1101' to the regular and ordiualoJ trans­
portation of phltols a~ JnerdUlnclise, 01' to any person whiJ(~

carr,ring a pistol unloaded in a, wrapper from tbe IJlace of
purchase to his borne or place of bllHin{'~8 01' to a I,)at'e of
l'€pair or back to I,lis home or place of business, or in mo,·ing
goods fronl one place of abode or business to another.

SEC. 13, 'Vhen conll'laint shall be made on oath to an)·
magistrate authorized to issue warrants in criminal ea.~

that an~' }Jistol or other w~apOll or de,·ice mentioned in tl}is
act is unlawfun.\' possessed 01' carl'iedby aDS person, soeh
magistrate shall, if lIe be satisfi(ld' that there is reasonable
(-nuse to belie,'e the Illatters in said complaint be trne', issue
biB wat'J'unt directed to any peace OffiCeL", commanding biD) .to
f:eal'C'h the person or I)lace described in such compJain~ and
if such pistol, weapon 01' device be ,thel'e found; to seize and
hold the same as evidence of a yiolation of tbis act.

SEC. 14: All pistols, weapons or def'ices carried 01'- Pus­
Fe~~ed contrar," to this act are hereb,' declured forfeited to
the state. .' .

SEC, 15. It shall be unlawful to ~eJ) OJ' delin~r within tlli.~

state. or to off(~r 01- expose fo1' !'in Ie, or to ha'-e in possession
for the Intl'pose of sale~ nn.}" book, J):lml}hJet~ ,circular, maga­
zine, newspaper or otlwl' fOJ'ln of written or I)rint.ed -matter
offering to Hell 01' d(IIi\'(~ ... OJ' eoutninillg an offelo to sen or
deJi\'er to any person \\'ithill thiN ~tah~ froln an~· I))ace without
1his stnte aUJ pistol or nn.'" wenpo!l or de\'j(oe mnntionej ill
(oJ(~ction thl'(~ hereof. 'rile lu'o"j"ioUM of t hiM se<~tion shan !I(\t
al)pJy to Hales of or off.-)'M to tUI)) pitolt()l~ nt wholt~le to ~r·

BOUt!' J'(~guhU'I~' enKnK(~d in t h(~ hUMiueMK of st') liul( [tl,u~h l)iMtOJS
at whole!i!n](~ 01' r(~1nil. UOl' to loluleM 01' off()I'~ to He'll ~U(·1t pi8tnJM
Illude 01' al1tl)(}Jti1.t~d hI\' 1l1(~ rnit('d Rhttt'I' R()\'~"lluu)nt or an~'

(J.~IUll'fItwn t 01' ng()lwy th(~l't)(lf.

~Jt~(~_ ]0, Au." 1)('I'"uU \"julntiu~ tllP lwo,·itduns of ~.·.·.ion

'lfhlfAH uf ChiM nd: Mhall h(~ tltatAllwfl ~uilt,\' of n mi~t('mc'~ulo,,,,
lind tlJ)()JI euru'kfioll tdulll ht' plIuhdled h~' n fh... nof to (1x(~ll(flf1

olW hllllth'(Ad dnlhll'''' ai' h,\' itnlH'i~nnm(lnt in th... ('(\nn1~' j~iI

Jlut '0 (IXt'C'f'd ujJl(I(\" tla,ne, nl' h~' huf h ~u('h Ihu' ~n..1 i.nln·i~Hl­

IIWld j,. 11lt! d ifll('I'(~HnH ',f file ('UUI'1.
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.AX ACT to amend section twentJ~-fh·e of chapter thir(,· of
act nunJber tbree hundred fourteen of the public acts of
nineteen hundred fifteen, entitled "~\n act to re,·ise and
('onsolidate the statutes relating to the organization and
jurisdiction of the courtR of tbis state: the powers and
duties of such courts, and of tile judges and other officers
1hereof; the forms of civil actions; the time ,,·ithin ,,·bich
civil actions and proceedingg ma.y be brought in said courts;
Illeading, evidence, practice and procedure in ch·n actions
and proceedings in said courts; to pro\"ide remedies and
penalties for the viola tion of certain provisions of this act;
and to repeal all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with,
or contravening an~· of the pl'ovisiollS of this act.." being
He(,~tion thirteen thousand two hundred fifts·three of the
eOlnl,Ue() laws of nineteen hundred fifteeJl, as amended b.'"
Lwt )lumber 1wo hundl'e(l fortJ-thr(~ of the 1)\lb1i(~ acts of
JJirl(~tceJl hUlld.ted fre\'eflt(~n, and to ndd tl new secHon there·
10 i () Htnnd ns sect ion thhtt:.v·one.

~EI'. 17. A..,( lUlJulipl' twu hltlHll'ed !'(~"PlJt\·-f()1J.. of the Acts

I I , ., J I I' '. 'f n'l)f,;-ul(!o.I'll ) Ie :lC't~ of JIJtwteeu ulJulJ'ed c even, Wlll~ seet 10JlH JI teeu
thol1sa lid two IHIJlfh'('d til it,ty-six, lifh.Jell lIwtHolawI. two lUlu­
dt'ed t hil'tY-l-ien~lI, tifh~(~11 tJHHlJo'aJld t\\'o htlu(h'cd thit,ty-(,j~ht,

tift{J(J]l thOUHHud t\\'o hUHc)I'ed thiI'1y-uinc, Ufteeu tlwUJo':ltul two
IIHIH])'('11 forty, tiftc(~11 1lwu~autl t\\"o htU)(]l'ed forty-oue. lift<"~Jl

thvllSHlId t\\'o lnuu]red forty-t \\"0, fift<"~11 thuu~aJld two hun­
dt'ed forty-thl'c(', fifteen thousaud two huudred forty-four,
lifteell tJlotlstllHl two hundred fOl'ty-fi\"(~ <lnd fifteen thouM;lnd
two huudred fnrt.r-six of the eOJnpiled )aw8 of nineteen hUll­
dl'(~d fifteen; aet numher j Inee huudl'ed tllil-teen of the public
aet!') of nineteen huu(h'ed twellt.r-th·{~; and fWCtiOIl sixteen of
ehaptel' oue hundred sixty-two of tJ1f~ I'c,"jKed statutes of
{~ightePII hundred fOI'1y·",ix, hpjng H(~~tjon fifteen thoufiJand six
hundred fortJ*one of the eompiled lnw~ of nineteen hunur(,~

fiftt~lJ, aloe bereby repealed: PrQI;';dctl. lu)lcet'er, That 8nJ" Pro\"fso,
l'l'Oeeedj!lg~ pending under uny of said Hections berein l'e-
}teaJed shaH not he a'l"ected hel'clJ,r !Jut Mllall be concluded in
U('eor(]tt!lce with the law of ~ueh l'elwa)ed Hection or ~ctions.

SEC. 18. This act is ded:n'ed to he Me"crahle, and 8hould Saving
an.}' section hereof he bereafter deelared unconstitutional or clause.
othel'wjse ill,oaIid, the )'(~nUlindel· of the act shall not i.e af-
fected thereby.

Approved June 2, 1927.

'ltlu) PCQl)le of tile State of Jliekigan etUlcf:

Sr.:c'rJON 1.. Section twentJ'.fh-e of chapter thirt'y of aet Section
number three hundred fourteen of the public acts of ninet~n amended.


